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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

| WGERALD C. MANN

Honorable T, ‘., Trimble

Firat Assistant State Supsrintendent
Austin, Texeas

Dear 8ir:

pter have psid his city poll tax
sgular poll teax?

. he 2 mfin& 79%01‘. must & ptrlﬂﬂ
; tual Y paid his 1940 taxea?

*5, Is a person considered a taxpaying voter
who has only renfered his property for taxation?

"8. Would a person who has resal or personal

property subject to taxatien, whioh has not been
rendered, de considered a qualified taxpaying
voter aad eligible to vote in s bbnd eluuon?"

NG COMMUNICATION 18 TO PE CONBTRUED AE A DEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRSY ASSISTANT
"
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The manner of holding &2 bond eleotion in ap inde-
rendent school diatriet is governed by the law regulating
general elections. Apticle 27885, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Stetutes, 34 Texas Jurisprudence, 630,

At the outset we will summerixe the gualifiocations
of voters in an independent school dlstriot bond election
as defined by the Constitution and the Statutes of Texas.

Weo will then attempt to anawer each speoific question in the
order in which they have been asked.

A person offering to vote ine bond election in an
independent school district must have reaided in the State
for one year, in the county asix months, be over the age of
twenty-one, must have paid & poll tax prior to February first
preceding the election, or be exempt therefrom, must be a
citizen of the United States and must own taxable property in
the school distriot whioch he hes duly rendered for taxation.
A person under twepty-ons years of ege, idiots and lunatios,
paupers supported by the county, all persons convicted of a
felony whose eitizenship has not besn restored by pardon, end
all soldiers, marines and seamen employed in the service of
the army or navy, are disqualified. Oonstitution of Texms,
Art. 6, Sqo. 1, 2, Sa; Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes of
Texas, Arts. £054, 2953, 2958a (by which said seotions of the
Constitution were placed in our statutory law); Campbell vs,
Wright, 95 8, W. (24) 149& Texas Fudblie veilities Corporation
vs. Holland, 183 3, W. (24) 1028.

In reply to your first question you are advised that
in our cpinion before a psrson can vote, his property must
appear oh the tax rolls of the particular distriet holding
the elsction. Art. 6, Seo. 3a of the Constitution of Texasi
Barker vs. Wilson, 205 S. W. 543; 37 Texas Jurisprudencs 984.

Question pumber two is answered in the negative.

There is no requirement that a voter be a 3tate and
county taxpayer in order to be qualified to vote in an inde~
pendent school dlstriot election. Seotion 3a of Artiocle 6
of the Constitution of Texas provides thet onli qualified
electors who own texable property in the district where such
eleotion i# held, and who have duly rendered same for taxa-
tion shell be quelified %o vote. '
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Question number three is answered in the negative.

i r rst i hat ¢ lton Inde dent
School DIgtrfa-uwugnsivgrggﬁ %fvgral yegrgﬁago rion Eﬁg cfty
of Belton and is a separate and distinet entity, having its
own governing body.

House Bill #109, Forty-seventh Legislature, amends
Article 2955 of the Revised Olvil Statutes of the S¢ate of

Texas, relative to the qualifiecations to vote, said law be-
ceme effective on Maroh §, 1941, and reads, in part, as fol-
lows:

"Frovided that a2 city poll tax shall not Dde
required to vote in any election in this Stats,
excopt in city elections.”

Question number four is snewered in the negative.

There i1 no requirement in the Constitution or Statutes
of Texas stating thet taxes must be agtually paid, the only re-

quirement being that a qualified elector must own texable prop-
erty in the distriast where such eleotion is held and who has

duly rendered the same for taxsation., Sec. 3s, Art. 6 of the
Constitution of Texes; Article £985a, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Statutes; Campbell ve. Wright, supra.

Tuestion number five is answered in the affirmative.

As stated above, the only requirement in the Statutes
and the Constitution of Texas to be gualiried to vote in a bdond
eleotion is that said property must be in the school distriot
and seme must be duly rendered for taxation. See. Ja, Art. 6

of the Constitution, and Article £95%a, Vernon's Annotated
Civil 3¢atutes,

Question number six is answered in the negative.

Sec., 3 of Art. 6 of the Constitution speeifically
states thet sald property must be duly rendered for taxation
before a voter is eligible in & bond eleotlon.

As to the meaning of "duly rendered” the courts of
this State, in the esses of Campbell vs, Wright and Texas
Publiec Utilities vs. Holland, supra, have held that if ﬁho
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property of a citizen is on the tax roll and he is lisble
for the taxes assessed he has "duly rendered the seme" inso-
far as his right to voté under the provisions Of Article 6,
Sec. 38 of the Texas Constitution, ies oconcerned, without
regard to the menper in which the rendition of such property
was made, Property mey be rendered by them personally or
through en agent or be assesssd hy the tex assessor if the
pro;crty cewner has falled to render the property. We are
o

enc slng & copy of our opinion Number 0-1178, which more
elearly defines this term,

Tpust ing that this answers your questions, we are

Very ¢ruly yours
ATTORNEY QENERAL OF TEXAS

By
Claud 0O, Boothman
Assistant
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